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Dances with Wolves Viewing Guide

1. What war was John Dunbar fighting?

2. What did Dunbar notice was going to happen to his leg?  How did he react to this news?

3. What happened to the only two people who knew Dunbar’s location (why is no one coming to join him)?
4. What did Dunbar do after Kicking Bird (the Sioux man) tried to take Cisco (the horse)?
5. How did the Sioux feel about white people in general and Dunbar in particular?
6. How did Stands-with-a-Fist end up living with the Sioux?
7. What did Dunbar do to win the respect of the Sioux?

8. Why were the buffalo so important to the Sioux?

9. Why couldn’t Dances-with-Wolves and Stands-with-a-Fist be together? 
10. What news about the white man panicked Kicking-Bird?
11. What did the tribe decide to do about the white invasion?

12. Why did Dances-with-Wolves feel he must retrieve his journal?

13. Why didn’t Spivey see any value in Dunbar’s journal?

14. When Costner’s character was interacting with the army, was he John Dunbar or Dances-with-Wolves?  Defend your answer.

15. What was the result of Dances-with-Wolves/John Dunbar’s interrogation with the army?

16. What happened to Two Socks (the wolf)?

17. How did the Sioux feel about Dances-with-Wolves?  What actions prove these feelings?
18. Why did Dances-with-Wolves feel he must leave?

19. What were Wind-in-His-Hair’s last words to Dances-with-Wolves?

20. What is the last scene of the movie?  Why do you think they ended it that way?  What were they trying to show?

21. What is this movie about?  In other words, what are they trying to show the audience?
KEY

Dances with Wolves Viewing Guide

1. What war was John Dunbar fighting?

The Civil War

2. What did Dunbar notice was going to happen to his leg?  How did he react to this news?

They were going to amputate.  Dunbar attempted suicide by riding between two armies.

3. What happened to the only two people who knew Dunbar’s location (why is no one coming to join him)?

One committed suicide and the other was killed by the Pawnee.

4. What did Dunbar do after Kicking Bird (the Sioux man) tried to take Cisco (the horse)?

He prepared the fort for war.

5. How did the Sioux feel about white people in general and Dunbar in particular?

They think they are dirty, degenerate, and stupid.  They are also afraid they will keep coming.

6. How did Stands-with-a-Fist end up living with the Sioux?

Her family was killed by the Pawnee.  The Sioux rescued her.

7. What did Dunbar do to win the respect of the Sioux?

Told them where the buffalo were.

8. Why were the buffalo so important to the Sioux?

Bison were their sources for food, clothing, tents, and virtually everything else they needed.

9. Why couldn’t Dances-with-Wolves and Stands-with-a-Fist be together? 

She was in mourning over the death of her husband.

10. What news about the white man panicked Kicking-Bird?

That more were coming – as many as the stars.

11. What did the tribe decide to do about the white invasion?

To go to the winter camp – and that they want to keep their land and are willing to fight for it.

12. Why did Dances-with-Wolves feel he must retrieve his journal?

It is a “trail for people to follow.”  It will give away the location of the Sioux.

13. Why didn’t Spivey see any value in Dunbar’s journal?

He can’t read.

14. When Costner’s character was interacting with the army, was he John Dunbar or Dances-with-Wolves?  Defend your answer.

Answers can vary, but I seldom have a student say anything but Dances-with-Wolves, mostly because he begins to speak in Sioux and places his feelings for the Sioux above his loyalty to the army.
15. What was the result of Dances-with-Wolves/John Dunbar’s interrogation with the army?

They decide to take him for court martial.
16. What happened to Two Socks?

He was shot by the soldiers.
17. How did the Sioux feel about Dances-with-Wolves?  What actions prove these feelings?

They feel that he is one of them.  They rescue him and speak to him as if he is a member of the tribe.
18. Why did Dances-with-Wolves feel he must leave?

The soldiers won’t stop hunting him (because he helped kill soldiers).  The tribe is in danger because of him.
19. What were Wind-in-His-Hair’s last words to Dances-with-Wolves?

“Can you see that you will always be my friend?”
20. What is the last scene of the movie?  Why do you think they ended it that way?  What were they trying to show?

Answers vary here, but mostly reflect the fact that the soldiers will keep searching and the Sioux will keep running.
21. What is this movie about?  In other words, what are they trying to show the audience?

Answers will vary, but usually (in my experience) tend to focus on the richness of the Sioux culture or the brutality of the invaders.
Parts I censor for class:

Kevin Costner bathing (him showing his butt) 

37:58-38:22

Costner’s butt as he faces off against Kicking Bird 

40:48-40:58

Kicking Bird love scene, Dunbar feels awkward

 1:38:56 – 1:40:17

Stands & Dances love scene




2:00:22 – 2:02:11
